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The British Isles

The British Isles are situated in the Atlantic Ocean in north-south of Europe. The British Isles is made up of Great Britain divided into England, Scotland and Wales, and Ireland separated from Great Britain by the Irish Sea and is divided to two parts: Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland. And there are so about five thousand small islands.
The British Isles climate is temperate and oceanic, and it is very changeable. The effects of the sea, especially the warm Gulf Stream mean that winters are warmer and summers cooler, than our country.
History

The Celtic people arrive from Central Europe before 500 BC.
The Celts were farmers and lived in small village groups in the centre of their arable fields. They were also warlike people. The Celts fought against the people of Britain and other Celtic tribes. 

The Romans were the first to invade us and came to Britain nearly 2000 years ago. The Roman Empire made its mark on Britain, and even today, the ruins of Roman buildings, forts, roads, and baths can be found all over Britain. Britain was part of the Roman Empire for almost 400 years. By the time the Roman armies left around 410 AD, they had established medical practice, a language of administration and law and had created great public buildings and roads. 

When Roman army had gone there was no strong army to defend Britain, and tribes called the Anglo-Saxons invaded. They left their homelands in northern Germany, Denmark and northern Holland and rowed across the North Sea in wooden boats. The Anglo-Saxons ruled most of Britain but never conquered Cornwall in the south-west, Wales in the west or Scotland in the north and they divided the country into kingdoms. 

The Viking Age in Britain began about 1,200 years ago in the 8th Century AD and lasted for 300 years. The Middle Ages in Britain cover a huge period. They take us from the shock of the Norman Conquest, which began in 1066, to the divesting Black Death of 1348, the Hundred Years' War with France and the War of the Roses, which finally ended in 1485. The Normans built impressive castles, imposed a feudal system and carried out a census of the country. 

The Tudors were a Welsh-English family that ruled England from 1485 to 1603 - one of the most exciting periods of British history. Henry VIII's matrimonial difficulties led to the split with Catholicism. Henry made himself head of the Church of England. 

The Stuarts had ruled Scotland since 1371, but James VI of Scotland was the first Stuart king of England. 



